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A  talk  troadcast  V  Hiss  Ru.th  O'Brien,  Bureau  of  Hone  Economics,  in  the 
De^oartnent  of  Agriculture' "oortion  of  the  National  Farm  and  HoEie  Hour  Tuesday, 
Au^st  5,  1940,  over  stations  associated  with  the  Blue  Ketworfc' .of  ;^he,,  Hati^^p.^ 
Broa.dcasting  Coin-oany.  i. 

|i^'b.L*epartme.ito//^gficutura 

— ooOoo-— 

KADDEELY:  ^         .      ' ' 

Now  for  our  regular  Tuesday  report  from  the  Btiroau  of  Home  Scoaomics...  as 
Miss  Euth  O'Brien  tells  us  a.hout  some  of  the  things  this  B^jreau  is  doing  to  discover 
more  and  hotter  uses  for  cotton...  as  one  of  the  forms  of  C-ovornmont  asGistonco  in 
putting  to  use  in  om-  ovm  co'antry  now  largo  supplies  of  raw  cotton, 

liiss  O'Brien  is  chief  of  the  Division  of  Textiles  ;and  Clothing  in  the  Bureau 
of  Home  Economics, ..  .the  division  that  is  a.oing  this  research  work. 

A  little, while  ago  lir.  Ilooro  of  Ililam  County,  Texas,  said,  "you  coji't  oat 
cotton".    But,  you  c^an  do  a  lot  of  other  things  with  it,  as  I.Iiss  O'Brien  will  point 
out, 

O'BRIEl^: 

Thank  you,  LIr.  Kadderly.    I  oja  alwo.ys  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  say  a  word 
on  cotton  utilization.     It  is  really  surprising  how  many  things  are  rmd  can  he  made 
of  cotton  if  vje  put  our  minds  to  it. 

Por  instance,  do  v;e  all  realize  that  cotton  maizes  ver;/  good  upholstery  fab- 
rics for  chairs'  nnd  sof;as?    Over  at  the  Biirerja,  we  just  finished  analyzing  a  lot  of 
these  materials.    Of  course,  if  they  are  to  "be  satisfactory,  all  such  fo-hrics, 
whether  of  cotton  or  some  other  fiher,  should  he  fast  to  light  and  to  clorining. 
liothing  is  so  distressing  to  ca  homomrlcer  as  to  sjjond  monojr  ::jid.  time  on  covering  a 
chair  or  making  curto,ins  for  a  lot  of  v/indows,  only  to  find  after  a  few  weeks  thoj?- 
have  faded  in  ugly  stroolcs.    And  if  they  ore  made  of  cotton,  cotton  is  likoiy  to  got 
the  hlojiie  —  very  unjustly. 

The  fault  in  such  ca.ses  is  not  with  the  cotton  hut  with  the  dye.    The  vroy 
to  avoid  disasters  of  that  kind  is'  to  huy  only  faoricv^  labeled  as  color  permanent- 
fast  both  to  light  an.d  to  cleaning.     So,  getting  satisfactory  cotton  goods,  jtist  as 
any  other  kind,  depends  a  lot  on  co,reful  b■u^^ing, 

The  selection  of  blankets  is  another  place  where  intelligent  buying  can  be 
linked  up  with  the  satisfactory  use  of  cotton.    I'or  example,  considering  the  price 
and  the  wear  it  must  withstand,  often  the  very  best  buy  is  a  blan]:et  with  a  good 
strong  cotton  warp  and  hea-v:\'-  wool  filling  which  permits  sufficient  nap  to  be  raised 
to  give  adequate  warmth.     Such  a  blanlzet  has  the  strength  needed  to  withstand  the 
wear  ojid  tear  huslqsr  boys  may  give  it  in  some  of  tjiose  bod-ti.me  scuffles.     It  washes 
well  and  at  the  som.e  time  it  is  warm. 

But  the  trick  is  to  be  sujre  you  know  how  much  v/ool  is  in  the  blarJiiet,  the 
weight,  the  size,  and  if  possible,  the  breaking  strength.    Such  facts  are  now  found 
on  the  labels  of  some  blankets  and'  are  the  only  moons  of  laiowing  definitely  whether 
or  not  your  purchase  is  a  wise  one. 


The  5ureao.  hus  tri'3d  to  lielp       p-j^lDlishirig  a  "biilletln  pointing  out  the  things 
to  v^atch  out  Tor  when  ovying  not  only  "blanlcets,  "but  also  sheets  and  towels.     If  every 
family  in  the  United  States  had  a  satiGi?.ctory  supply  of  these  household  iter.s,  the 
cotton  fai'mers  would  have  less  to  worry  phcut, 

Well  this  is  hy  no  means  an  account  of  all  the  research  work  that  we  are  doing 
with  cotton.    I  riavcn't  mentioned  the  cotton  stochings  that  v/e  have  designed;  nor 
the  finishes  for  cotton  fahrics  that  we  hr.ve  developed  to  protect  the  f-\oric  from 
mildew;  aiid  the  studios  -.ve  liave  made  of  cotton  fahrics  used  for  men's  shirts. 

I  am  reminded  of  tl:at  shirt  study  as  I  loo':  at  these  good-looking;  shirts 
sported  oy  the  gentlemen  here  in  the  studio.     One  thing  we  discovered  is  the  way 
the  new  uses  of  old-time  names  of  fahrics  are  making  troulDle  for  purciiasers  of  these 
cotton  fahrics.    ?or  example,  there  is  that  old  stand-hyc,  "broadcloth,  tised  not' only 
for  shirts,  "but  also  for  vroiien' s  dresses  axid  children's  clothes.    But  do  v/e  all  laiow 
that  the  name  "Droadcloth"  is  nc\7  also  "being  applied  to  fa"brics  q^uite  different  from 
those  most  of  us    ho.vo  in  mind  when  v/o  ask  for  tliat  f o.hrlc?    The  hroadcloth  we  think 
of  is  that  fine  material  with  something  li^re  156  wsjrp  yarns  per  inch.    But  v/e  find 
that  since  "oroadcloth  has  "become  so  popular,  coarse  fa'brics  v/ith  as  fev/  as  80  warp  • 
yarns  per  inch  are  "being  sold  under  that  name. 

This  is  just  one  ex.amplo  of  the  wrong  use  of  faoric  names  which  tends  to 
"bring  criticism  on  cotton.    The  Bureau  is  working  v/ith  the  Ar.icricon  Society  for 
Testing  liaterials  and  other  agencies  in  an  effort  to  o"btain  agreements  on  definitions 
for  fa"bric  naines  so  as  to  prevent  difficulties  of  this  l:ind. 

In  closing,  just  let  m.e  say  that,  as  we  hi.ive  vrorked  with  cotton  in  our  la"b- 
oratoriec  I  have  "become  more  ;^nd  more  impressed'  vrith  hov;  luci:;^'-  we  are  in  America  to 
have  such  a  useful  fi"bor  right  at  car  door-step.     It  is  merely  up  to  us  to  make  use 
of  it. 

KADD3ELY; 

(Offered  these  tullotins:     "Guides  for  "buying  shoots,  ."blanliets,  bath  towels." 
"Ccoton  shirts  for  men  end  "boys.") 


